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Area Tree Officer (Vale of White Horse) – Recruitment Justification 
Under the Highways Act, OCC has a duty to ensure trees are regularly inspected for safety defects. The number of trees that are part of 'the Highway' is ~400,000. 
Tree Policy for Oxfordshire stipulates within Policy 8 the commitment for proactive tree inspections. This cannot be delivered without a basic resource of which this post is and is currently funded.
What are the risks for not recruiting to this role? 
•	Inability for OCC to respond to customer enquiries in a timely manner.
•	Increased frequency of complaints.
•	Unable to deliver prescribed proactive plan for Highway tree care and management.
•	Increased potential for Insurance claims from tree related injury or damage, including direct and indirect (subsidence). These claims will have limited or no defence and therefore, will result in increased cost to the authority.
•	Failure to deliver duties will mean increased occurrences of foreseeable tree failures. This results in increased potential for trees impacting on public safety for highway users and property owners and in a worst-case scenario, tree failure that results in death.
Key considerations to support vacancy management approval:
•	The role is permanent and funded by revenue budget which has funded the post for more than five years and is. 
•	The role focuses on management and inspection of trees across the Vale of White Horse.
•	Increased public visibility of role and increased customer service requirement with tree care and management across Vale of White Horse.
